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Are the goods 

located in the 

UK at the time 

of sale?

Are the goods 

located in the 

UK at the time 

of sale?
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Are the goods sold 

to a UK established 

customer?

Are the goods sold 

to a UK established 

customer?
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Is the UK supplier 

an intermediary in a 

triangulation 

transaction?

Is the UK supplier 

an intermediary in a 

triangulation 

transaction?
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Were the goods 

sold to a customer 

VAT registered in 

another EU 

country?

Were the goods 

sold to a customer 

VAT registered in 

another EU 

country?
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Were the goods 

removed from the 

UK to another EU 

country?

Were the goods 

removed from the 

UK to another EU 

country?
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Were the goods 

physically removed from 

the UK within 3 or 6 

months (where 

applicable) of the sale to 

another EU country? 

Were the goods 

physically removed from 

the UK within 3 or 6 

months (where 

applicable) of the sale to 

another EU country? 

UK VAT due.UK VAT due.

No UK VAT due.

The invoice must show the UK 

customer’s EU VAT number. The 

supplier must have satisfactory proof 

that the goods were removed from the 

UK.

No UK VAT due.

The invoice must show the UK 

customer’s EU VAT number. The 

supplier must have satisfactory proof 

that the goods were removed from the 

UK.
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Flowchart – VAT treatment of supplies of goods within the EU

Disclaimer

Whilst every care has been taken in preparing this flowchart and supporting guidance notes, no responsibility for anyone acting upon or refraining from acting upon these notes can be accepted by Reed Elsevier (UK) Limited or the author.

Sale outside the scope

of UK VAT.

However, supplier may be required 

to be VAT registered in the EU 

country where the goods are 

located at the time of sale.

Sale outside the scope

of UK VAT.

However, supplier may be required 

to be VAT registered in the EU 

country where the goods are 

located at the time of sale.

No UK VAT due.
UK supplier must quote customer’s 

EU VAT number and indicate that it is 
an intermediary in a triangulation 

transaction on the sales invoice and 
EC Sales List.

No UK VAT due.
UK supplier must quote customer’s 

EU VAT number and indicate that it is 
an intermediary in a triangulation 

transaction on the sales invoice and 
EC Sales List.

Did the UK customer 

provide a valid EU 

VAT number in the 

EU country where 

the goods were sent 

to?

Did the UK customer 

provide a valid EU 

VAT number in the 

EU country where 

the goods were sent 

to?
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No UK VAT due.

The invoice must show the UK 

customer’s EU VAT number. The 

supplier must have satisfactory proof 

that the goods were removed from the 

UK.

No UK VAT due.

The invoice must show the UK 

customer’s EU VAT number. The 

supplier must have satisfactory proof 

that the goods were removed from the 

UK.
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